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Drug abuse, like water that is not stopped, will flow and flow.  Because of the unchecked stream of illicit drugs in our country, millions of children and teenagers are swirled by peer pressure into a whirlpool of shredded existence.  This is to say nothing of the heartbreak and trauma thrust upon their families.  Recent articles in the local papers show the horrendous extent of this problem in our area.  “Atlanta is Drug City:  It’s Everywhere,” the front page headline trumpets the depressing conclusion.

The Fulton County (www.co.fulton.ga.us)  Grand jury Presentments, January/February Term, 1979 reveals concern over drugs also:  “Education and enforcement, the double thrust in force now for over a decade, appear to be ineffective in eradicating drug abuse by the subculture of users and peddlers and penetrating to the source … Grand Jury members strongly urge County and State Officials who have expertise in dealing with the drug problem to pool their intelligence and combine their efforts.  The County and State society in general – need innovative, imaginative approaches – radical, if necessary – to put an end to the drug problem.” (March 4, 1979 issue of www.ajc.com)

And that’s exactly the same tune Ken Krautter, Chairman of Stop Drugs at the Source, has been whistling for the past eight years.  “We intend to mobilize public opinion in such massive proportions that government will respond and do whatever is necessary to make drugs unavailable to our children and teenagers, explains the 38 year old CPA (www.aicpa.org www.gscpa.org)  from DeKalb County (www.co.dekalb.ga.us). 
With over a million signed petitions to date from Georgia alone, Ken Krautter pushes forward in his goal of 100 to 150 million signatures from all over the country.  When this goal has been reached, they will be taken to the nation’s lawmakers.

How and why did Krautter become so dedicated to this cause?  In 1970 a 13 year old runaway pregnant girl approached him one day asking, “Spare change, Mister?”  After buying her lunch, he discovered she was supporting her habit by begging and prostitution.  He couldn’t forget the girl or the circumstances.  Why were kids allowed to get drugs so easily?  It was impossible for him to help Susan, but maybe . . . maybe . . .

By 1974, Ken had over 150,000 petitions signed; a resolution passed by the Georgia General Assembly (www.legis.state.ga.us) to support Stop Drugs at the Source and the endorsement of numerous groups and businesses.  During this time, the campaign picked up a fresh approach.  Sister Barbara Tucker, then kindergarten teachers at Immaculate Heart of Mary (www.ihmschool.org), (the Krautter’s parish www.ihmatlanta.org), asked Ken to speak to her class.  “Don’t put them down,” she wisely said.  Their enthusiastic response was the beginning of the school system focus as the primary source of obtaining petitions.

Vern Harper, active in the Wieuca Baptist Church (www.wieuca.org) and Director of YMCA (www.ymcaatlanta.org) youth services for over 40 years, joined Ken in 1975.  (By this time, Ken was giving Stop Drugs at the Source all his time.)  Harper formulated the manual that the school systems (www.civicreasoning.net/ouruniversalstory/drrobertlee.htm) would use, giving detailed explanations of this citizenship-education tool.  Students would follow three steps:  Sign a petition; get their parents and others to sign a petition; and write one letter in their own words to a VIP, asking him or her to sign a petition and to help the cause in some way.  Harper was killed in a plane crash in 1977 but God allowed him to see 27,000 signatures in Coweta County (www.coweta.k12.ga.us) by that school system  --  over 82% of the population.

Hiram R. Haggett, top prevention executive in the Drug Enforcement Administration (www.justice.gov/dea) in Washington, D.C. (www.dc.gov) and former dean of Boston University’s (www.bu.edu) Teacher Education College (Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of his students), has been assigned as a consultant to the Georgia General Assembly’s Stop Drugs at the Source Committees chaired by Senator Culver Kidd of the 25th and Representative Ward Edwards of the 110th for the past two years here in Atlanta (www.atlantaga.gov) and will be here for another year.  Charles Crumley www.charliecrumley.net,  head of Arthur Young and Company (www.ey.com), has been an associate/advisor since 1973, providing the needed link to the business community.  George V. R. Smith, former editorial associate for the Atlanta Journal (www.ajc.com), has just completed a manuscript about the movement and this should be coming out in paperback in the near future.  Allan Rankin has written an article to be published in the Readers’ Digest (www.rd.com).  John Cone, Public Relations Director with WSB-TV (www.wbstv.com), produced the Public Service Announcement “Stop Drugs at the Source, Betcha’ Can If You Try” that Georgia Association of Broadcasters’ (www.gab.org) Bill Sanders encourages TV stations to air in Georgia and other states.

Matt Lawson of the Family Lines Railroad (www.american-rails.com) E. Epps with Southern Railway Company (www.srha.net) have lined up 22 railroad companies that have agreed to participate in the plan to present the petitions, when they have reached the designated mark, to Washington, D.C.  As each state begins implementation of the Stop Drugs at the Source format through its school systems, a box car will be set up in that state’s capitol city.  A special train, with Family Lines Engine 1776 and a box car from each state, loaded by the children and teenagers with the petitions, will assemble in Washington, Georgia (www.washingtongeorgia.net) and make its way to the nation’s capitol.  Pat Epps, with Epps Aviation (www.eppsaviation.com) at Peachtree DeKalb Airport (www.pdkairport.org), has initiated a Fly-In Plan for rural airports with Flight Safety International’s (www.flightsafety.com) Tuck Middlebrooks and Washington, Georgia’s Robert Simmons.

One of Ken’s two famous “attention/support” walks originated in Washington, Georgia (Ken spent several years at St. Joseph’s Home for Boys there) and ended 600 miles away, in Washington, D.C.    Washington, Georgia’s (www.washingtongeorgia.net) Mayor Edward B. Pope has worked with Ken, Vern Harper, Hiram Haggett, and Senator Kidd since the 100% Republic Teamwork Resolution (www.georgiabulletin.org/local/1972/01/27/a/) was signed by 56 Senators and 195 Representatives.  Many people think of Ken Krautter as “that crazy guy in Bermuda shorts who walked all over the country . . . . something to do with drugs.”  Let’s hope more citizens rally around “this crazy guy” whose only dream, sweat, tears, headaches, and rejections have been borne in a spirit of love – love for his children, Kimberly (www.thebodypolitic.typepad.com) and Derek  -- love for your children – love for my children.  Ken’s idea to use the children is bring beautiful results.  Several kids have been converted from drugs by watching their peers get so enthused in obtaining their petitions.  Children are learning letter-writing and citizenship skills.  Children are learning that their parents and teachers do care.  The campaign breaks all racial, denominational, social, economic, age and personality barriers.  We’re all working together because we love the children of this nation.  We have not only the right to ask for redress of grievances, and this includes the children, but we have the responsibility to speak out.

Sister Valentina Sheridan, R.S.M. (www.sistersofmercy.org), Superintendent of Catholic Schools, has supported Stop Drugs at the Source and many of the Catholic schools have completed the petition project.  The School Board and Superintendent (www.civicreasoning.net/ouruniversalstory/drrobertlee.htm) of each school system must give approval before the project can be instigated.  About 300,000 students in Georgia have been involved.  Plans for implementation in several other states are being formulated.

There are far too many people to mention who have supported Ken but without his sweet little wife, Penny, who has adjusted to this unique apostolate, I don’t think Stop Drugs at the Source could have survived.

“Spare change, Mister?”
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